202        A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
The first educational act of the colony, passed by the
General Court (i.e., legislature) in 1642, was similar to the
old English apprenticeship law in its provision for in-
dustrial education, and, while it was broad enough to
include some literary elements and a rate to procure
materials was established, no school was mentioned in it.
But the act of 1647 specifically referred to both elementary
and secondary schools. Its quaint language well illus-
trates the religious attitude of the times and it is in general
one of the important documents in the history of Ameri-
can Me. It read in full:
It being one chiefe proiect of yt ould deluder, Sathan, to keepe
men from the knowledge of ye Scriptures, as in former times by keep-
ing ym in an unknowne tongue, so in these latter times by perswading
from ye use of tongues, yt so at least ye true sence & meaning of ye
originall might be clouded by falss glosses of saint'scorning deceivers,
yt learning may not be buried in ye grave of our fathers in ye church
&, commonwealth, the Lord assisting our endeavours, —
It is therefore ordered yt every towneship in this iurisdiction,
after ye Lord hath increased ym to ye number of 50 householders, shall
then forthwith appoint one within their towne to teach all such children
as shall resort to him to write & reacle, whose wages shall be paid either
by ye parents or masters of such children, or by ye inhabitants in
generall, by way of supply, as ye major part of those yt order ye
prudentials of ye towne shall appoint; provided, those yt send their
children be not oppressed by paying much more yn they can have ym
taught for in other townes; & it is further ordered yt where any towne
shah1 increase to ye number of 100 families or householders, they
shall set up a grammar schoole, ye master thereof being able to instruct
youth so farr as they may be flted for ye university, provided yt if any
towne neglect ye performance hereof above one yeare, yt every such
towne shall pay 5£ to ye next schoole till they shall performe this
order.
Thus early did Massachusetts provide for elementary
and secondary ("grammer;?) schools under civil authority.
While the schools might be supported in part by tuition

